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WESSEL, Jakob 
Gdańsk 1707–1780 

Portraitist in oil and pastel; he studied with Jan 
Benedyks Hoffmann before travelling to Berlin 
around 1736 to work with Pesne, whose 
influence is apparent. On his return to Gdańsk 
he made numerous portraits still found in 
domestic houses in the city or known from 
engravings by Beringeroth, Haid, Houbracken 
and Kraft. He also painted the mythological 
scenes in the Artus Mansion in Gdańsk. Among 
homonyms should be noted the Danish painter 
who accompanied Bernoulli on his travels. 
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