Neil Jettares, Dictionary of pastellists before 1800

VENETZIANOV, Alexei
Gavrilovich
Moscow 18.11.1780 — Tver 4.1.1847

Anekceit I'aspuaosua  Bemenmanos; — also
Venetsianov. Russian portraitist, genre painter
and caricaturist; pupil of Borovikovsky at the
academy of St Petersburg. His father Gavril
Yurievich was of Greek origin, but came from
Chernigov in the Ukraine. He settled in Moscow
as a merchant. According to newspaper
advertisements from 1794-95, he offered
framed and glazed pastels; the unknown artist of
these may well have influenced (or may even
have been) the son, who himself advertised in
the Sankt-Peterburgskie vedomosti, eight years later
(2v.1802): “A  painter recently arrived
here...capable of drawing objects from nature
in pastel in the course of three hours &c.” A
number of pastels are known, but the earliest
dates from 1804. In 1807 Venetzianov joined
the civil service but continued to paint in his
leisure, copying Italian and Dutch old masters
from the Hermitage collections. In 1808 he was
a contributor to a shortlived journal of
caricatures; he then took up print-making. In
1812 he joined the Academy but remained
employed as a civil servant until 1819, when he
finally adopted painting full time. Much of his
early work was burned in his parents’ house in
Moscow in 1812.

Bibliography

T. Anexceesa, Xydoscruxu uxons: Beweyuarosa,
1982; Bénézit; lopbagesa 2002; Aleksei
Venetsianov & Rosalind Polly Gray, “The real
and the ideal in the work of Aleksei
Venetsianov”, Russian review, IN1I1/4, 1999, pp.
655-75

Pastels

1752021 rla comtesse STROGANOVA, née
Natalia Pavlovna Stroganova (1796-1872),
pstl, 54x43.5, ¢.1820 (St Petersburg, GRM,
inv. 7K-3639)

1.752.05 Female portrait, pstl (Petr Mikhailovitch
Romanov 1905). Exh.: St Petersburg 1905, no.
1115 n.r.

1752101 Cleaning beetroots, pstl/ppr, 58x68,
1822 (St Petersburg, GRM)
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