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SPILBERG, Adriana 
Amsterdam 5.XII.1650 – Düsseldorf 1700 

Daughter of the German painter Johann 
Spilberg (or Spielberg), d. J. (1619–1690), a 
pupil of Govaert Flinck who prefererd to live in 
Amsterdam but whose services were demanded 
by successive Palatine electors. In 1681 she 
moved with her mother to Düsseldorf, where 
the Kurfürst Johann Wilhelm offered her a 
palace position which she declined in order to 
cultivate her talent. In 1684 she married the 
painter Wilhelm Breekvelt; he died three years 
later. In 1697 she was remarried, to the Dutch 
painter Eglon Hendrik van der Neer (q.v.). She 
was reputedly a skilful portraitist in oils and 
pastel (Houbraken described her as “konstig in 
Postil, of met Krion naar ’t leven”), but no 
example of the latter is known for certain. 
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