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SPECHT, Ernst Christian 
fl. Gotha 1771–1806 

Court painter in Gotha from 1771; landscape 
painter, portraitist and silhouettist. In 1777 he 
published his invention of a machine for taking 
silhouettes by daylight; he also used a system of 
mirrors to reduce the size of the images, 
charging between 2 and 4 groschen according to 
the size and paper used. Some of his portraits 
were engraved. Although there is some interest 
in the celebrated sitters he portrayed (Ernst II. 
was an enlightened prince, attracting scientists 
such as the astronomer von Zack for whom the 
observatory was established), the pastels are 
perfunctory in execution and limited in 
achievement. An oil of August von Sachsen-
Gotha-Altenburg from 1795 is rather more 
careful. 
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Pastels 
AUGUSTE Fürstin von Waldeck, née Prinzessin 

von Schwarzburg-Sonderhausen (1768–1849), 
pstl, 35.5x30 ov., sd verso “E. C. Specht, 1773” 
(Schloß Arolsen)  φ 

 
Johann Friedrich BÖHLER, pstl, 23.5x20 ov., sd 

“E. C. Specht ad viv del 1782” (Arnstadt, 
Schloßmuseum, Pastell-Sammlung, B/P 74) 

CATHERINA Prinzessin von Schwarzburg-
Sonderhausen (1764–1775), pstl, 35.5x30 ov., 
sd verso “E. C. Specht, 1773” (Schloß Arolsen)  
φ 

 
CATHERINA Prinzessin von Schwarzburg-

Sonderhausen, pstl, 35.5x30 ov. (Schloß 
Arolsen). Attr.  φ 

 
Minister von FRANKENBERG, pstl/ppr, 

35.7x31.5, 1781 (Gotha, Museum für 
Regionalgeschichte und Volkskunde, inv. 
28223)  

FRIEDRICH Prinz von Schwarzburg-
Sonderhausen (1763–1791), pstl, 35.5x30 ov. 
(Schloß Arolsen). Attr.  φ 

 
Hofrat HEYNE, pstl, 30x24 ov. (Scheidt, 

Saarbrücken, DAWO Auktionen, 15.IX.2010, 
Lot 137 repr., est. €800; 24–25.XI.2010, Lot 
23, est. €600) φ 

 
Leonhard Johann Carl JUSTI (1753–1800), 

Professor der alten Literatur in Marburg, pstl,  
31x26 ov., c.1789 (desc.: Dr Ludwig Justi, 
Marburg, 1879; PC Marburg 1976) φ 

 
Abraham Gotthelf KÄSTNER (1719–1800), 

Mathematiker 
~grav.: 1799, für Die geographischen Ephemeriden 

Hofrat Johann Friedrich KÄSTNER (1747–1812), 
pstl, 30x24 ov. (Scheidt, Saarbrücken, DAWO 
Auktionen, 15.IX.2010, Lot 138 repr., est. 
€800; 24–25.XI.2010, Lot 24, est. €600; 
21.IX.2011, Lot 850, est. €480) φ 

 
Kellner, v. Lichtenberg 
Georg Christoph LICHTENBERG (1742–1799), 

Naturwissenschaftler, Philosoph und 
Schriftsteller, en face, pstl, 1794 (Franz Xaver 
von Zach c.1800). Lit.: Achenbach & Joost 
1991, no. 32 n.r. 

=?/?repl., pstl, 30x24 ov. (Scheidt, Saarbrücken, 
DAWO Auktionen, 15.IX.2010, Lot 139 repr., 
est. €800; 24–25.XI.2010, Lot 25, est. €600) φ 

 
Georg Christoph LICHTENBERG, pstl/pchm, 

28.8x23.6, 1799 (desc.: PC). Lit.: Achenbach & 
Joost 1991, no. 37 φ 

 
Frau Georg Christoph LICHTENBERG, née 

Margarete Elisabeth Kellner (1768–1848), 
pstl, 36x29.5, c.1800 (Steinau PC 1992). Lit.: 
Darmstadt 1992, p. 375, attr. [?attr.] φ 
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Heinrich August Ottokar REICHARD (1751–

1828), Schriftsteller und Bibliothekar in 
Gotha, Intendant des Hoftheaters, 
pstl/pchm, 28.5x23, sd “…/pein a Gotha 
1780/par E. C. Specht” (Gotha, Museum für 
Regionalgeschichte und Volkskunde, inv. 
1478)  

~grav.: D. Berger 
Christian Gotthilf SALZMANN (1744–1811), 

pädagog, m/u 
~grav.: J. G. Schmidt 
Corona SCHRÖDER (1751–1802), Schauspielerin,  

pstl, 22.5xc.17 ov. (Scheidt, Saarbrücken, 
DAWO Auktionen, 15.IX.2010, Lot 141 repr., 
est. €800) φ 

 
F. A. STROTH, m/u 
~grav.: Krüger 
Christoph Martin WIELAND (1733–1833), 

Dichter, pstl, 22.5xc.17 ov. (Scheidt, 
Saarbrücken, DAWO Auktionen, 15.IX.2010, 
Lot 140 repr., est. €800) φ 

 
WILHELM Prinz von Schwarzburg-Sonderhausen 

(1770–1807), pstl, 35.5x30 ov. (Schloß 
Arolsen). Attr.  φ 

 
Franz Xaver von ZACH (1754–1832), Astronom 

in Gotha, pstl, c.1794 (PC). Lit.: Wolfgang 
Torge, Geschichte der Geodäsie in Deutschland, 
2007, fig. 6.27; Peter Brosche, Der Astronom 

der Herzogin: Leben und Werk von Franz Xaver 
von Zack, 2009, p. 147 repr. φ 

 
 


