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SENFF, Carl August 
Kreypau 1770 – Dorpat 1838 

Also Karl Gustav Senff or Kārl August Zenfs. 
Portraitist, genre and landscape painter, working 
in oil, pastel and watercolour; he also made 
lithographs and engravings. He studied in 
Dresden and Leipzig and in 1802 was appointed 
professor of drawing and engraving at the newly 
established university at Mitau (Jelgava). He is 
said to have been a successful pastel portraitist; 
the only known examples are from the 
nineteenth century, although they continue in 
the eighteenth century tradition taught in 
Dresden. He was the brother of the still-life 
pastellist Adolf Senff (1785–1863). 
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