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SALER, Johann Otto Christian 
Augsburg 1733 – Berlin 1810 

Portraitist, engraver and wax-modeller, Saler, or 
Sahler, made wax portraits of the Prussian and 
Russian royal families. He taught drawing at the 
Akademie in Berlin from 1770. “Hr Otto Sahler, 
Wachsbossierer, u. Pastellmaler, lehret die 
Anfangsgünde im Zeichnen, w. in der Siropstr.” 
according to the Prussian Adreß-Kalender...Berlin 
und Potsdam for 1798. He is identified as the 
Johann Otto Sahler who made copy “auf 
Röthelart” [red chalk] after a head of Van Dyck 
in Dresden in 1765; he originally trained as a 
goldsmith in Augsburg, specialising in 
Spitzhammerarbeit. 

No example of his work in pastel has 
survived. 
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