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RYMSDYK, Jan van 
Netherlands c.1720/30 – London 1790 

Anatomical illustrator active in London from 
1750; possibly the Jan Johansen Riemsdyk, born 
in Ochten, Gelderland in 1720. He worked it is 
said in red chalk and pastel (although examples 
in the British Museum seem to be in 
watercolour), providing drawings for anatomical 
treatises by William Hunter, William Smellie (of 
whom Rymsdyk’s portrait was engraved by 
Charles Grignion) and Charles Nicholas Jenty. 
Some pastels, executed for Jenty around 1750–
55, were sold to John Fothergill; they then 
passed to William Shippen, who used them to 
teach anatomy in Philadelphia; they are now in 
the Pennsylvania Hospital; others are in the 
Royal College of Surgeons, the British Museum 
and the Hunterian. Between 1758 and 1764 he 
worked as a portraitist and drawing teacher in 
Bristol, but he failed to make his way and 
returned to London to continue as an illustrator. 
Rymsdyk was also a collector of old master 
drawings. His two sons were both miniaturists. 
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