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Volkonskaya, Princess, née 
Princess Alexandra Nikolaevna 

REPNINA 
1756–1834 

Александра Николаевна Волконская, née 
княжна Репнина. Amateur pastellist, the niece 
of her subject and daughter of the Russian 
ambassador, statesman and general Prince 
Nikolai Vasilevich Repnin (1734–1801). Repnin 
was educated in Germany and became Russian 
ambassador in Berlin in 1763, moving later that 
year to Warsaw (where he had an affair with 
Victoire Clavareau, q.v., who it is natural to 
assume encouraged the princess’s interest in 
pastel); in 1775 he was named ambassador to 
the Porte. One of three daughters with no 
brother, the princess married Grigori 
Semenovich Volkonsky; their son was permitted 
to use the title of prince Repnin. This work is 
likely to have been made before her marriage. 
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