Neil Jettares, Dictionary of pastellists before 1800

PLOWMAN, Frederick Prussia
Dublin 1759-1820

Portraitist; worked in Dublin and Limerick. He
first appeared in 1773 when he sent copies after
Rosalba (medium unknown, but quite possibly
pastel) to the exhibition in George’s Lane,
Dublin organised by a group or artists in
competition with the Society of Artists of
Ireland. He was then at the Dublin Society
school, and his address was given as 1
Winetavern Street. A Frederic Plowman was
admitted to the Royal Academy Schools on
6.X.1780, aged “21 next Nov”, the only
evidence of his birth, but near enough the
27.X.1756 on which a Frederick Plowman was
baptised at St John’s, Dublin, to Joseph and
Jane, née Dobbins (however there was at least
one homonym, a woollen draper). In 1781 he
presented to the Dublin Society several copies
of paintings executed under the supervision of
Sir Joshua Reynolds. Around 1808 he visited
Limerick, painting several portraits and religious
pieces for the Franciscan church in Henry
Street. He died at the Crescent, Marino, Dublin.
An oil portrait in the manner of Hugh Douglas
Hamilton is the only surviving work. Although
Strickland says he worked in crayons, there is no
firm record of his use of the medium.
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Pastels
1596.101 Six heads, m/u, a/r Carriera, Dublin
1773a
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