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MILLET, Joseph-François, dit 
Francisque 

La Fère 1697 – Versailles 1777 
Son of the landscape painter Jean Francisque 
Millet (c.1666–1723), agréé 1733 as a landscape 
painter, reçu 1734; he became maître à dessiner 
des pages de la reine. He occasionally used 
pastel for portraits, all of which are now lost 
with the exception of an apparently signed work 
known only from a 1912 reproduction which is 
too poor to assess (it has elements found in later 
pastiches). Diderot dismissed him rapidly, in 
1765 and 1769 – “Pont Notre-Dame” is a 
pejorative term reserved for the “croûtes” sold 
in the boutiques there in the eighteenth century 
(v. Michel 2007) – although for Mariette, the 
Poussin-influenced “…paysages de ce peintre 
son fort estimés; …tout y est riant.”  

A Lettre sur la peinture au pastel is credited to 
the philologist Jean-Baptiste Milliet (1735–1774) 
(e.g. in Grente).  
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