Neil Jettares, Dictionary of pastellists before 1800

BESCHEY, Jozef Hendrik, alias

Francis Lindo
Antwerp 2.1.1714 — Isleworth 8.111.1767

Also Joseph. Portraitist in oil and it is said
crayon (although no example in pastel is now
known), mainly known for his work in
Aberdeenshire in the 1760s. Some confusion
surrounds his background, resulting from his
use of a Jewish pseudonym: he was a member
of the Flemish family of artists and a brother of
Balthasar Beschey (g.2). In 1730 he was
awarded first prize in the Antwerp school (his
brothers Karel and Balthazar had won this in
1727 and 1730 respectively). He was in England
soon after; a James Chapman, apprenticed to
him, applied for release in 1739. Further light on
the family relationships is given in the will of
Joseph’s brother, Jan Frans or Jean-Francois
Beschey, of which a translation was proved in
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury in 1788. A
relative included a diamond polisher.

Two  weeks  after  Joseph’s  death
administration was granted to his widow
“Arabella Beschey otherwise Lindo”; she was
remarried, to a John Bowyer, a few months later
(allegation, 17.VI1.1767).
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