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LEWIS, Mrs 
. London 1783 

It seems unlikely that the Mrs Lewis, recorded 
as an honorary exhibitor at the Society of Artist 
in 1783, could (as has been suggested) have 
been Judith Lewis (1711–1781), sister of the 
portrait painter Stephen Slaughter; if so the 
exhibits (including also a miniature and a fruit 
piece in needlework) would have been 
posthumous. Two conversation pieces in the 
style of John Wootton, dated 1755 and 1766, are 
known, and Walpole praised her trompe-l’œil 
bas-reliefs; but there is no indication of work in 
pastel. Alternatively the exhibitor may have 
been the wife of one of the several Lewises who 
showed at the Society, perhaps of John Lewis, a 
director of the Society of Artists who also 
exhibited portraits, landscapes and fruit pieces 
until 1776. 
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