
www.pastellists.com – all rights reserved 1 Updated 22 November 2010 

Neil Jeffares, Dictionary of  pastellists before 1800 

Online edition 

HOWARD, Hugh 
Dublin 1675 – London 1738 

Irish portrait painter and collector. The family 
emigrated to England in 1688. In 1697 Howard 
travelled to Rijswijk with the British ambassador 
to the peace conference, the Earl of Pembroke. 
He went on to Rome, where he studied under 
Carlo Maratti (q.v.). On his return to London in 
1700 he practised portrait painting and attended 
Kneller’s academy which opened in 1711. He 
abandoned art around 1714, when he married 
Thomasina Langston ( –1728), the wealthy 
daughter of a general; there were no children. 
He also acted as an art adviser to the Duke of 
Devonshire. In 1726 he was appointed 
paymaster-general of the royal works, a lucrative 
sinecure. He assembled an important collection 
including old master drawings by Dürer and 
Michelangelo. Some of his extensive collection 
of British drawings descended from his brother 
Dr Robert Howard (1683–1740), Bishop of 
Elphin, to the Earls of Wicklow; they were 
purchased by the British Museum in 1874 from 
the 5th Earl. 
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Girl with a dove, pstl a/r Rosalba Carriera, 

22.4x17.9 ov. (British Museum 
1874.0808.112. The artist; desc.: Charles 
Francis Arnold Howard, 5th Earl of Wicklow; 
acqu. 1874). Lit.: Binyon 1898–1907, II, p. 
363, no. 1 n.r. φ 

 
 


