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FERGUSON, James

Keith 1710 — London 1776
The son of a farm-worker, Ferguson became
interested in astronomy and scientific
instruments as well as art. His talent for drawing
led to a career as a portraitist, specialising in ink
on vellum miniatures, in Edinburgh, London
(where he moved in 1742, advertising in 1746
and 1752) and Cumberland. He exhibited at the
Royal Academy. His few pastels are reminiscent
of Ramsay or early Reynolds. He appears to
have worked on a green ground which provides
distinctive tints in his shadows.
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