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FALCONET, Pietre-Etienne
Paris 9.X.1741-25.v1.1791

Son of the sculptor Ftienne-Maurice Falconet
or Falconnet (1716-1791). Following a quarrel
with his father, he went to England in 1768, and
was admitted (as Peter Falconet) as a student in
the Royal Academy on 14.11.1769 with Reynolds
as tutor. According to Edwards, “on his first
arrival in London, he drew the profile portraits
of twelve of the principal English artists, in
black lead, and a slight tint of colour on the
cheeks and draperies.” These small medallion
portraits, among them one of Francis Cotes,
were engraved by Pariset and published by
Ryland. They may erroneously have been
described as in “crayons”; no pastel as such has
survived. He also worked in oil, as a self-portriat
from 1770 demonstrates. He exhibited at the
Royal Academy in 1773 from an address in
Great Ealing. In that year he was reconciled
with his father, whom he joined in St
Petersburg; there he met one of his pupils, the
talented portrait sculptor Marie-Anne Collot,
whom he married in St Petersburg on
29.V11.1777, but subsequently ill treated. They
had one child, Marie-Lucie (1778-1866), who
became baronne de Jankovitz de Jeszenicze.
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