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DULONGPRE, Louis
Saint-Denis, France, 1759 — Saint-Hyacinthe,
Québec, 1843
Before his artival in Ametica in 1778 with the
French navy, Dulongpré is traditionally believed
to have studied art in Paris; there seems little
stylistic evidence for this, although he may have
studied music. In 1784, after the war, he
emigrated to Montréal and three years later
married Marguerite Campeau; at least 13
children followed.. He appears to have had a
number of enthusiasms, including music and
theatre (he is decribed as a music teacher in
some sources, and in 1789 he was the owner of
a Théatre des Sociétés which put on a
production of Joseph Quesnel’s operatta Colas et
Colinette), in addition to a flair for portraiture for
which he perceived a ready demand in Canada.
In 1791 he was commissioned as a militia
officer in Montréal. An announcement in 1794
advertising his skills as a painter of miniatures
and pastels claimed that he had “cultivated the
art of painting portraits under the best
academicians”. From 1797 he painted numerous
frescoes for churches in Québec. In 1812 he
was recorded in the army. He moved to Saint-
Hyacinthe in 1832 but risky investments
reduced him to bankruptcy. An obituary notice
attributed 4200 portraits to him. This may
explain the rapid and somewhat perfunctory
execution of those known today (which are
mostly eatly nineteenth century). The artist has
nevertheless benefited from extensive attention

and detailed technical research.
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Lo

br.,, 37.8x30.0, 1796 (Ottawa, National
Archives of Canada). Lit.: Bedyinski & Hill
2002, fig. 1.43 ¢
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Femme inconnue, pstl, ¢.1800 (Québec, MNBA,
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