Neil Jettares, Dictionary of pastellists before 1500

Online edition

DOMPIERRE DE FONTAINE, ~variant, pnt., 72.7x59 ov. (Shelburne Museum,
Mme. née Marie-Elisabeth Mionot Vermont). Lit.: Muller 1976, fig. 36, as by
) N ) g Catle van Loo
Paris 1715 — chateau d’Hornoy 1771 . .
Voluite’s nicce, and younger sister of Mme ~version, pnt. attr. Drouais, reduced (30.1.1997)

Denis. She married first (1738) Nicolas-Joseph Ale;g‘;?;;f}fge}jf:fé‘g;‘gfeﬁgi1828) es:
de Dompierre de Fontaine, who died in 1756, 2 P

then (1762) Philippe-Antoine de Claris, marquis neveu de VOlmlr?’ psFl (d,onz Voltalre‘l755)
. - . ?2Alexandre DOMPIERRE D’HORNOY  (Ferney) [v.
de Florian, uncle of the writer. Voltaire wrote to

se7
her on 2.VI1.1755: Fo-H. Drouais]

Je vous écris, ma trés chére niece, en fesant clouer au
chevet de mon lit votre portrait et celui de votre fils.
En vérité, voila trois chefs-d’ceuvre de votre fagon
qui me sont bien chers, vous, le petit d’Hornoy, et
son pastel. Vous ne pouviez faire ni un plus joli
enfant ni un plus joli portrait. Le votre est
parfaitement ressemblant. Vous étes un excellent
peintre. ..

Her self-portrait (quite possibly but not
necessarily in pastel) is lost. The pastel of her
son has been assumed to be the “petit
Savoyard” now at Ferney, but that is evidently
one of a number of pastel copies of a painting
in the Louvre by F.-H. Drouais (g.2.). Some
months later Voltaire wrote again (16.X11.1755):
“Vous étes déja admirée a Geneve, et vous
Iemportez sur Liotard”, and he subsequently
corresponded with her concerning his own
portraits by Liotard and de Wyl (g.2). Her
fragile health is alluded to (8.1.1756): “Aimez-
vous toujours a peindre de beaux corps tout
nus, en attendant que le docteur Tronchin
rétablisse et engraisse le votre”, but is seems
that his niece preferred to copy engravings
rather than attend to the ageing philosophe’s
lubricious fantasies.
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AUTOPORTRAIT, m/u (don: Voltaire 1755)

Mme Nicolas-Charles DENIS, née Marie-Louise
Mignot (1712-1790), pstl/pchm, 48.5x38.2
(Geneva, mAH, inv. 1878-4. Voltaire; don:
Marc-Samuel Constant de Rebecque; don
1830). Lit.: Musée Rath, cats. 1870, no. 21;
1882, xxxi; 1897, no. 390; 1904, no. 487,
1906, no. 450; Deonna 1929, p. 45; Paris
1994b, sno. 183; Jean Goulemot & al,
Inventaire V'oltaire, Paris, 1995, p. 382 repr.;
Loche 1996, no. 121 repr. Olimr as of Mme
Marc-Samuel Constant de Rebecque, née

Francoise-Chatlotte Pictet (1734-1760), attr.

chevalier de Boufflers ¢
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