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DAVID, Jacques-Louis 
Paris 1748 – Bruxelles 1825 

The foremost portraitist of the Napoleonic age 
was a pupil at the Académie royale in Paris from 
1765, under the protection of Vien, with whom 
he had studied at the École de la rue 
Montmartre. He won various prizes, including 
the prix de Caylus in 1773 awarded to David for 
his only known pastel, and the first Grand prix 
the following year. He was agréé in 1781 and reçu 
in 1783. Consistent with his revolutionary zeal 
he declined to remain in France after the 
restoration of the Bourbons. 
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