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CHARLES, Claude
Nancy 1661-1747

The son of Jean Charles, procureur au bailliage
et tabellion a Nancy and conseiller a la chambre
de ville, he was trained by Jean-Gérard at Epinal
and by Giovanni Morandi and Carlo Maratta in
Rome at some stage after 1677. He returned to
Nancy in 1688 after a spell in Paris. In 1690 he
married Anne Racle, a member of a local family
of goldsmiths and engravers. He was appointed
peintre ordinaire du duc de Lorraine in 1701, he
was also made héraut d’armes de Lorraine in
1702 and first directeur of the Académie de
peinture at Nancy, where he taught from its
foundation in 1702 to its closure in 1737. A trip
to Venice influenced his art. He left numerous
religious paintings in churches in Nancy.
Mariette cites reports that “il dessinoit bien...il
avoit un bon coloris”. Charles Huin (g.v.) was a
pupil before moving to Paris; others who
practised pastel included Jean-Charles Frangois
and Francois Mansuy.
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