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ALVES, James

Inverness 1737-1808
Alves was awarded a gold medal in 1756 by the
Society of Artists in Edinburgh, enabling him to
travel. Between .X.1758 and .111.1765 he was a
pupil at the Académie royale in Paris, under the
protection of Vien. He was in Rome by
31.v.1765 when Boswell commissioned him to
make a miniature copy of his portrait by
Willison; Boswell gave Alves three sittings, and
he was paid £6 (Willison got £15); the miniature
was sent to Scotland via Lumisden and Strange
(v. Katherine Read). In 1768 Alves appeared in
Toulouse, exhibiting a portrait in the Salon from
the address of Jean Frances, associé ordinaire de
I’Académie de Toulouse, at the Pénitents noirs.
Two years later he showed four miniatures.

He seems to have been back in Scotland in
1773, when Boswell, accompanied by Dr
Johnson, visited Inverness castle. A few year
later, he was in London, exhibiting pastels at the
Royal Academy (from Mr King's, New Bond
Street, 1777; King Street, Covent Garden, 1778;
26 Maddox Street, 1779). Later he settled in
Scotland where some of his works, signed JA,
survived. “His life was singularly good, recluse,
and inoffensive, and his death much regretted.
He went abroad when young to improve
himself in the fine arts, and studied eight years
in Paris, and other eight years in Rome”
according to the Inverness journal, 16.X11.1808.
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Pastels

Two ladies, crayons, Royal Academy 1779, no. 5

Four small portraits, crayons, Royal Academy
1777, no. 6

Four small portraits, crayons, Royal Academy
1778, no. 5
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